
“For we are God’s servants, working together;  
you are God’s field, God’s building.” 

I Corinthians 3:9
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And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;  
and the greatest of these is love. 

1 Corinthians 13:13

Dear Friends,

The thirteenth chapter of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians is well known to 
us.  We hear the “love chapter” read at weddings and sometimes at funerals.  Paul 
didn’t have weddings or funerals in mind when he wrote these words.  He was 

describing the whole of the Christian life in the church.  
No matter what conflicts the community faced, no 
matter what gifts individual Christians possessed, and 
no matter what challenges lay before the church, love 
was the one thing that mattered most.  If conflicts 
were not addressed in a spirit of love, if gifts were not 
exercised in a spirit of love and if challenges were not 
met with love, then the church failed to be the church 
of Jesus Christ.

I am grateful for the many ways in which I see 
the love of Christ manifest in our life together in the 

church.  We praise God; we teach our children and youth; we welcome strangers; 
we feed the hungry; we reach out into the community and world; we face changing 
culture and community – all in a spirit of love.  This annual report gives us a 
glimpse of our life together in the past year.  I invite you to see the ways in which 
love is manifest among us.  When I look back over 2017, the words of Reinhold 
Niebuhr come to my mind:

Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our lifetime; therefore we must 
be saved by hope. Nothing which is true or beautiful or good makes complete 
sense in any immediate context of history; therefore we must be saved by faith. 
Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished alone; therefore we 
must be saved by love. No virtuous act is quite as virtuous from the standpoint 
of our friend or foe as it is from our standpoint. Therefore we must be saved by 
the final form of love which is forgiveness. (The Irony of American History)

Let us enter the new year together in a spirit of faith, hope and love.

Yours in Christ, 

 
Dr. Lewis F. Galloway 
Senior Pastor

Letter from the Senior Pastor WORSHIP
The worship of God is the center of the church; 

worship is what distinguishes the church from all other 
fellowships, organizations, institutions and bodies.  We 
were created to worship God, love God and serve God. 
Through worship we gain an understanding of who God 
is and what God demands of us. In worship, we are drawn 
together by the Holy Spirit to be the body of Christ.  In 
worship we are filled with God’s Spirit, nurtured by word 
and sacrament in our faith and understanding, and sent 
into the world to be Christ’s servants.   We have six Sunday 
worship services including the 8:15, 9:30, 11 a.m. morning 
services, the Service of Wholeness and Communion 
(10:35 a.m.), Families@Five and Second@Six.  

In addition, we have special worship opportunities 
throughout the year, such as Ash Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, Easter, Great Banquet, May 
Memorial Service and four Christmas Eve services.   
Special appreciation is expressed to our ushers, 
communion preparers, greeters, seasonal decorators and 
many others who work behind the scenes to provide for 
these services.  

In August of 2017, Second hosted a Community 
Multifaith Prayer Service, where we joined with our 
Jewish, Muslim and Christian neighbors to pray for 
peace and reconciliation in our community and around 
the world. Our clergy also participated in the annual 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, held at Indianapolis 
Hebrew Congregation in November.

During 2017, 41 individuals were baptized (2 
adults and 39 infants).  Second’s pastors officiated at 
17 weddings.   There were 41 member deaths and 3 
non-member deaths. Of the 44 funerals and memorial 
services, 27 were held at the church.  

MEMBERSHIP
Membership at the beginning of 2017 stood at 

3,837. During the year, Second received 103 new 
members. A thorough effort to clean up membership 
records resulted in a large number being removed from 
the rolls. Membership losses in 2017 were 541 with 3,395 
membership at the end of the year.
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Class sessions explored manifestations of this Gospel lesson 
through literature, drama, poetry, graphic arts, sculpture, music 
and dance.  Each participant wrestled with the meaning and 
interpretation of the text, then created a personal reflection 
through various media.  The final exhibition and performance 
was a profound and intimate glimpse of spiritual pilgrimage.  

Sharing our abundance of Christ’s love and our gratitude, 
Second provided musicians and musical support to churches 
in the Partners in Ministry program in both the Indianapolis 
and Ft. Wayne regions. Led by Stephen Lambert, the formation 
of a Pastoral Care Music Ministry was initiated. The goal is to 
provide opportunity for volunteers to bring musical experiences 
to residents in assisted living facilities, with special intention 
to connect with members of Second Church. An initial effort 
provided holiday cheer at Hooverwood Jewish Home.   

In collaboration with Associate Pastor David Berry, the 
Northside Food Pantry received focused attention this year.  The 
Sanctuary Choir contributed more than 500 pounds of food 
and 400+ plastic Easter eggs filled with candy, to the delight 
of both parents and children.  Additionally, North Central 
Wind Ensemble collected 170 pounds of food at their Second 
Church-sponsored spring concert.  Director of Music Education 
and Outreach Carol Baker and Director of Christian Education 
Kat Barden collaborated on a Summer Cereal Saturday for 
children of pantry clients, Children’s Circle Preschool and 
Second Church members.  Genessaret Free Clinic receives 
regular donations of travel-size supplies, and service through 
Christmas Benevolence Sorting and PW Bazaars round out 
MFA’s inter-departmental mission support.

MUSIC AND FINE ARTS
Through the committed engagement of 160+ volunteer 

and professional musicians each week, the Music and Fine Arts 
Ministry is vibrant and active, with opportunities for spiritual 
fellowship, growth, musical development and service for ages 
two through adult. The music and liturgy of the church is deeply 
rooted in Scripture and shaped by the liturgical year.

The primary choral ensembles – Sanctuary Choir, Summer 
Choir, Beecher Singers, and Children’s Choirs – offer an 
extensive range of repertoire that represents every genre and 
time period from composers around the globe as proclamation 
of God’s Word and a window into the Divine Mystery. The 
Handbell Ensemble and intergenerational Second Winds 
Ensemble enhance preparation for worship and congregational 
song with vivid color. 

The sanctuary was filled with brilliant sound as the 40 
members of the Handbell Ensembles of Second Church and St. 
Luke’s Methodist combined for a spring rehearsal retreat and 
worship leadership in each congregation. Under the dynamic 
leadership of Rick and Candi Granlund, the Second Winds 
Ensemble continues to grow.  

The Children’s Choir School continues to encourage a 
life of discipleship and service in our youngest artists through 
weekly classes and the leading of worship music at Sunday 
services. Learning hymns, responses, and choral works, children 
grow in the knowledge of scripture through song and become 
full participants in the worship life of the church. In May, 
the children presented, Sing To The Lord, a concert featuring 
our favorite Psalm settings. We were pleased to expand music 
instruction in Sunday School preschool classrooms (2s through 
5s) and share music with our Vacation Bible School friends.

Our three Festival Sundays reflected the full Body of 
Christ.  Led by the Sanctuary Choir and Festival Orchestra, the 
May Festival Sunday was shaped by music chosen entirely by 
the congregation. Fall Festival Sunday focused on our Scottish 

Presbyterian heritage with participation by the Indianapolis 500 
Bagpipers and Drums. Christmas Music Sunday concluded the 
church’s celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation with movements of J.S. Bach’s Magnificat 
interwoven with scripture and carols. 

In addition to participation in the Second@Six worship 
service, the Beecher Singers were invited to share witness 
throughout the community and region.  Invitations by the 
Indianapolis Baroque Orchestra and Chamber Orchestra 
resulted in two dynamic community collaborations: The 
Reformation at 500 (performances at Christel DeHahn Center 
for the Performing Arts at University of Indianapolis and the 
Indiana Historical Society), and Messiah (with members of 
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church). The Messiah concert was 
broadcast on radio station WICR on Christmas Day. 

The Beecher Singers celebrated the Christmas season with 
an outreach concert at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Columbus, 
IN), and presented a program of inspirational word and song 
entitled “I’ll Be Home for Christmas”, for Second’s Presbyterian 
Women’s December luncheon.  

The Fine Arts Team curated exhibits in the third floor 
galleries that nurtured the gifts of emerging community artists 
(Broad Ripple High School), experienced regional artists 
(Indiana Watercolor and Wildlife Societies) and nationally 
renowned artists (Scribes of Hope). The Annual All-Church 
Exhibit is a significant highlight as we celebrate the artistic 
expression of members of all ages from our congregation through 
photography, painting, sculpture, textiles, and more.  Members 
of the team created personal cards for each of Second’s College 
Student Care Packages. 

Under the leadership of Chair Ray Marquette, and assisted 
by members Linda Rinker, Michael Sells and Therese Chatelaine, 
the first Faith Expressions class was held in the fall.  This was a 
unique opportunity to delve intensely into Scripture and matters 
of faith in this six-week study of The Prodigal Son  
(Luke 15:11-31).  

2017 MUSIC AND FINE ARTS EVENTS

January 29 North Central High School Wind Ensemble Concert; 
Rick Granlund, conductor 

Feb. 29-April 1 Art Exhibit: Broad Ripple High School School for the 
Arts and Humanities 

March 5 “Job” for Organ by Petr Eben; Ted Gibboney, organ, 
and Rabbi Matthew Kraus, cantor

March 8-April 5 Digging Deeper: Music and the Human Experience; 
Dr. Michelle L. Louer, Dr. John Allegar, Adriana 
Contino 

March 23 Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra Concert; 
Mendelssohn Violin Concerto

March 26 Lenten Concert – Jeremiah Symphony by Leonard 
Bernstein and Requiem by Maurice Duruflé; 
Sanctuary Choir and Festival Orchestra, Dr. Michelle 
L. Louer, conductor

April 2-May 20 Art Exhibit: Debra Tyte

May 21-July 9 Art Exhibit: Watercolor Society of Indiana

June 11 First Baptist Church, Easley, SC, Youth Choir Musical 
Presentation

Aug. 27-Sept. 28 Art Exhibit: Indiana Wildlife Artists Society 

Sept. 27-Nov. 15  Faith Expressions: A Seminar for Artists; Ray 
Marquette, chair 

September 23-24 Beecher Singers and Indianapolis Baroque 
Orchestra, The Reformation at  500; Dr. Michelle L. 
Louer, conductor – performances at University of 
Indianapolis and Indiana Historical Society 

Oct. 1-Dec. 2 Art Exhibit: The Eighth Day of Creation

October 1 Haguenauer-Hartman-Contino Trio Concert –  
Music of Beethoven and Schubert

October 15 Studio In Bloom, art and music program, Partners 
In Ministry, Grace Presbyterian, Ft. Wayne , Indiana

October 20 Music Inspired by the German Reformation, Dr. 
John Allegar, organ, St. Paul Lutheran, Columbus, 
Indiana 

October 29 Reformation Concert – Hymns, Anthems & Songs 
of Scotland, Sanctuary Choir, Dr. Michelle L. Louer, 
conductor

November 19 Music Inspired by the German Reformation, Dr. 
John Allegar, organ

Dec. 9-Jan. 13 Art Exhibit: Scribes of Hope II, Christians In The 
Visual Arts

December 10 Handel’s Messiah, Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, 
Beecher Singers

December 14 “I’ll Be Home For Christmas” Presbyterian Women’s 
Program, Beecher Singers, Dr. Michelle L. Louer, 
conductor

December 17 Christmas Concert, Beecher Singers, Dr. Michelle 
L. Louer, conductor, St. Paul Lutheran, Columbus, 
Indiana
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One hundred sixty-eight members came to hear and discuss these key findings at 
a half-day retreat in June. Small group discussions generated some sixty suggestions 
for near-term program/ministry improvements (actions of a non-strategic nature 
that could happen before the new pastor arrives). These included ideas to improve 
recruitment and programming for new members; increase our efforts at hospitality; 
expand adult education offerings; make the website more “user-friendly;” add different 
styles of music; further mine the survey results for additional insights; and many more.

In August, pastors, program directors, Session members and Deacon leadership 
met to prioritize these suggestions and select a few for further action planning and 
implementation over the next few months.  Progress continues on these four near team 
action priorities:

 �  Create a more friendly, open and welcoming environment (Congregational Life),

 �  Restructure and refocus the Mission Committee and implement new processes to 
increase member engagement (Mission Committee),

 �  Create a uniquely better experience for Second’s website users by enhancing the 
site’s ability to inspire and equip (Planning and Communication), and 

 �  Define a more robust and complete path to engaging members in Spiritual Life 
opportunities (Spiritual Life).

Progress continues on these action priorities and a more detailed report will be 
provided at the Congregational Meeting.

ENDOWMENT FUND
Each year our Endowment Fund 

distributes over $2 million for mission, 
worship, music, fine arts, Christian 
education, Lake Fellows, Footsteps of 
Faith, CenterPoint Counseling, Children’s 
Circle Preschool, building maintenance and 
improvements, and other ministries. For 
more detailed information, see the financial 
report. 

An endowment is different from 
a savings account or rainy day fund.  
Its purpose is to generate funds.  Our 
Endowment is not a substitute for 
contributions we make today. But the 
income generated by the endowment 
contributions of past generations greatly 
expands our ability to do ministry

Your gift to the Endowment will 
continue your support of Second far into 
the future.  No minimum contribution is 
required.

For more information on making a 
gift through your will, life insurance, trust, 
and/or estate, (or to inform us that you 
have already done so), please contact John 
Koppitch at JKoppitch@SecondChurch.
org.  The Beecher Society (consisting of 
those who have informed us that the church 
is included in their estate plan) has 153 
members.

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
The fall Stewardship Campaign 

solicits pledges of support for the General 
Fund.  This Fund provides the foundation 
for all our ministries of worship, mission, 
discipleship, giving and fellowship. 
Supporting it is the single-most effective 
contribution a member can make to our 
church!

In 2017, member contributions 
provided 84% of our budget. With that 
much at stake, making a pledge (or estimate 
of giving) is incredibly important, enabling 
our church officers to be faithful and 
effective managers of church resources. 

Every pledge and contribution makes a 
difference, no matter the size.

LISTENING PROJECT 2017
The Listening Project 2017 sought to provide church leadership, the Pastor 

Nominating Committee, and prospective pastoral candidates with an accurate 
picture of who we are as a congregation. We also sought to identify near-term 
opportunities, as well as longer-term strategic issues for our church

The Project began in the Spring with the distribution of a comprehensive 
survey to the entire congregation. Nine hundred fifty-one members participated! 
In response to open-ended survey questions, we received 7,700 individual written 
comments!

Key findings from the Survey:

 �  Second’s traditional worship style and music program are key reasons 
respondents cited for attending, joining and remaining at Second Church. 
Overwhelmingly, respondents reported their satisfaction with the worship 
experience at Second. That said, there were clusters of respondents with differing 
preferences in worship style and music program.

 �  There was strong agreement on today’s congregational identity. People 
reported having a clear understanding of Second’s mission, vision, and core 
values/principles.  They also are comfortable with Second’s identity in light of 
their personal theological, social, and political views.  However, there were also 
clusters of respondents with differing opinions on the way forward.

 �  Respondents expressed high satisfaction with their personal faith development 
and a sense of support from the Second community of faith. Over 90% strongly, 
or somewhat, agreed with the statement: “being affiliated with Second has made 
a difference in my spiritual life.”

 �  Membership growth challenges and retention of current members are on 
respondents’ minds.

 �  Numerous opportunities were identified for near-term program/ministry 
improvements.
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CENTERPOINT COUNSELING
In 2017, CenterPoint Counseling experienced a record setting year of ministry. 

Through our counseling work, workshops and programs, we offered the best of care to 
well over a thousand people.

This past year, our therapists provided 7,674 counseling sessions and welcomed 439 
new intakes. As a result, our counseling revenues totaled $676,494. Of those revenues, 
Samaritan Fund paid $128,413 of the total. The Samaritan Fund helps supplement the 
cost of counseling for clients facing financial circumstances that would prevent them 
from receiving the needed counseling to deal with life’s other challenges.  

In addition to counseling, the staff of CenterPoint worked with many others in 
various groups, workshops and trainings. A partial list of the groups and programs 
include Marriage Preparation, Parent Education, and Mindfulness and Spirituality. 
CenterPoint also hosted a number of 12-Step Recovery Groups and a group for people 
trying to address their co-dependency.  In addition, CenterPoint began hosting a group 
for the Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance for individuals and their loved ones 
dealing with these diagnoses.

Several from the CenterPoint staff were also involved in our New Day ministry for 
children and families of divorce. This past year, New Day worked with 32 families, 42 
adults and 60 children. The staff also trained and directed 10 new volunteers, giving us 
a total of 32 volunteers that helped to facilitate our groups and worked directly with the 
families. 

CenterPoint Counseling continues to offer a satellite location at New Hope 
Presbyterian Church. The staff has offered counseling and program assistance to a 
number of Presbyterian and other churches in the community. The staff also provides 
support to ChristCare, Care Corp and the Parkinson’s Group at Second Church.

CenterPoint Counseling has a Board of 15 members. In 2017, Steve Benz served 
as president. The Executive Committee of the Board also included Carol Applegate, 
Shawn Bennett and Nancy Frick.  Shawn Bennett will take over as president for 2018.  

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY
Partners in Ministry (PIM) is a program funded by the Lake Family Endowment.  

Its primary purpose is to support pastors, most of whom are serving small congregations 
throughout Whitewater Valley Presbytery. 

Since its beginning in the fall of 2012, PIM has grown to include two pastor cohort 
groups—one meeting in the Fort Wayne and surrounding areas, and the second in and 
around Indianapolis.  

At the present time, there are 17 participating pastors, who meet together to 
break bread and enjoy fellowship in a safe and confidential environment.  Discussion 
topics vary widely.  Additionally, individual mentoring/coaching has been a bedrock 
component of the program. 

2017 saw the advent of collaborative ministry between Second’s Music and Fine 
Arts Department and participating congregations.  To that end, special music teams 
shared their talents and participated in the worship life of various small congregations.  

Another outreach program with the combined churches in Fort Wayne took place 
in October with an immersive arts experience called “Studio in Bloom.”  This interactive 
music and visual arts program involved chamber orchestra musicians and the art of 
audience engagement as arts-makers.  To say it was highly entertaining and fun would 
be an understatement!   

Participants very often express personal appreciation for the opportunity to meet 
together with colleagues —to share resources and experiences, to discuss timely topics, 
to glean advice from peers, and to support each other through the joys and concerns of 
life and ministry.  They are grateful to Second Presbyterian Church for providing this 
important support through the Partners in Ministry program. 
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COMMUNICATIONS
During 2017 more than 46,800 users visited SecondChurch.org, viewing an 

average of three pages each time. In addition to providing timely announcements 
and news, the site provides information about ministries and missions of the church. 
We introduced the “This Sunday@Second” page providing details about upcoming 
worship, classes and other news. 

The online media player allows users to view worship live with easy access to the 
worship bulletin, Bible passages, prayer request and giving links. Sermons and select 
classes and studies are archived for later viewing. Podcasts and mp3 audio files are also 
available.

We continue to post content on Facebook, including news, events and live video 
feeds of worship services.

eNewsletters inform members and others. Each week “Take A Second” provides 
details about worship, service and fellowship events, and the adult education 
eNewsletter on Friday outlines classes for the coming Sunday. Regular Children and 
Family, Presbyterian Women, Youth and Men@Second eNewsletters feature news for 
each targeted audience.

The seasonal Spire magazine tells the story of our congregation, with worship 
themes, devotions, personal stories and 
mission profiles.

In fall 2017, the communications 
department worked with the Stewardship 
Committee to launch the “Be Second” 
campaign with the establishment of 
an online store, in addition to banners 
and videos encouraging members to Be 
Second.

Audio-Visual & Lighting: 
Upgrades to the AVL systems in the 
Chapel, Rooms 356, 112, Youth Suite, 
Community Room and McFarland Hall 
has added security, connectivity and 
versatility like never before. 

FACILITIES DEPARTMENT
As you turn on your turn signal to enter the church property on 

Sunday morning, an officer directs you onto the property.  The drive is 
plowed and salted, and the walks are bone dry.  As you enter the building, 
you feel the warmth envelop you.  You go to your Sunday School class, 
where the room is clean and set up.  A stop in McFarland finds a hot cup 
of coffee and a donut awaiting you, with tables and chairs to sit and chat 
with a new friend.  As worship begins, you reach for a pew envelope for 
your offering.  These and a million more small details are taken care of 
each day by the Facilities Department under the direction of Business 
Affairs Committee and the Restoration and Replacement Committee.  In 
2017, there were 7,327 events at Second Presbyterian Church.  Many of 
those events required the cleaning and setup of multiple rooms.    

Eighteen percent of Second’s budget is spent on maintenance and 
daily upkeep of this wonderful building.  It is true the work of the gifted 
Facilities Staff is not as fun as Vacation Bible School or as inspirational 
as a Music and Fine Arts concert, but the Facility Staff and the budget 
which makes all that happen are an essential part of everything that 
happens here at Second.

In 2017 the Restoration and Replacement Committee (R&R) 
recovered some of the chancel chairs, paid for the building of a playhouse 
as an Eagle Scout project in the east playground, replaced the thresholds 
at all the Chapel and Sanctuary doors, renovated the three large stained 
glass windows in the chapel and conducted some much need repairs in 
the parking lots.  The vast majority of work of R&R will never be seen 
but would be missed if we didn’t do it.  Roof replacements, boiler repairs 
and hot water heaters aren’t glamorous but sure do make events here more 
enjoyable.  In 2018, R & R will be refinishing all the magnificent wooden 
doors as you enter the Sanctuary and Chapel entries, as well as dozens of 
projects which you won’t see but would notice if left undone.  
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God’s Word is woven throughout our day through song, prayer, and conversation. 
For some children, the Bible Time stories and prayers they experience at preschool are 
the first they have learned, and they take them home to share with their families.

We offer classes for children nine months to five years old in a nurturing, Christian 
setting. Through our endowment, CCP is able to offer scholarships and financial 
assistance to families who may not otherwise be able to send their children to preschool. 
More than 190 children attend Children’s Circle Preschool, with 25% of CCP families 
being members of Second Presbyterian Church. Our families form a welcoming, 
close-knit community. Most of our families come to us through word of mouth and the 
positive news our families share about our school in the community.

      CCP has a dedicated staff of 30 highly trained and experienced educators, 
two administrators and two volunteers, who provide a loving and creative learning 
environment. Our staff are lifelong learners and participate in yearly professional 
development and put the knowledge they gain back into their classrooms. A great 
number of our staff members began their relationship with CCP as parents in the 
program, and many have been a part of the staff for more than 15 years. Several are also 
Second Church members.

     Some special CCP events from 2017 included Donuts with Dad, Mothers’ Day 
Tea, Pumpkin Carving Night, Christmas Pageants, Pre-K Spring Music Performance 
and Art Show and the 50th Anniversary Open House. Throughout the school year, the 
hallways of the second floor are filled with the happy noises of learning and discovery.

CHILDRENS CIRCLE PRESCHOOL
In 2017, Children’s Circle Preschool (CCP), the weekday preschool ministry of 

Second Presbyterian Church, celebrated 50 years of educating young children. Many 
of our students are second generation attendees. We are grateful to be a part of so many 
children’s early school experiences and to teach them about God’s world in creative and 
enriching ways.

The mission of CCP is to extend the Second family of faith and its Christian 
traditions to young children in our congregation and in the community. We believe in 
a play-based approach to learning. A child’s “job” is to play and through play develop a 
better understanding of the world around them. Our teachers use a variety of activities 
to encourage curiosity and reach learners at all levels. Every day at school is a different, 
exciting experience. We provide children with special opportunities that enhance what 
they learn in their classrooms through extra programs like Music and Movement, Bible 
Time Adventure, and Minds in Motion™. 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY
Children and their families are engaged in every aspect of Second Church life.  

They are learners, doers, and often teachers of the word.  They are disciples caring for 
one another and for their community.  They are fast friends enjoying time with one 
another.  They are givers formed by their giving. They are glorifiers of God in their 
worship.

Learners, Doers and Teachers of the Word: It is in a child’s nature to learn and 
grow.  At Second Church, children learn and grow in the expected places like Sunday 
School and in less obvious places like a garden.  They learn the things you might expect, 
like the story of Noah.  And they learn the things you might not have thought of, like 
being a good steward means taking care of your body by eating healthy snacks.

Early in 2017, 80 children and adults participated in a Wednesday night study led 
by Pastor Caroline Dennis and Elder/Educator Kat Barden on how we are the “Holy 
Promise People”, held in God’s covenantal “Holy Promises.” This Lenten study put God 
Promises at the center of our identity.  The culminating event was an intergenerational 
Children’s Seder hosted by Congregation Beth-El Zedeck’s Religious Educator, George 
Kelley. 

In the Summer, Children and Family learning is centered around Vacation Bible 
School.  Here children and volunteers ranging from 4 to 94 learn new songs, plant 
God’s word in their hearts, learn about missions around the world and close to home. In 
2017, we returned to year one of curriculum written by Second Church members and 
staff, “Planting Seeds of Faith: Little Things that Turned Out Big”.  

This VBS garden theme was the “mustard seed” of our summer weekday 
programming!  Gardening related programs and activities could be found throughout 
Children and Family Ministries.  Families In the Garden, “FIGs,” were encouraged to 
join ongoing volunteers to plant, weed, harvest, and “DIG,” (Devotions In the Garden). 
This intergenerational exploration of the Psalms offered praise and service opportunities 
for “Smalls, Talls, and All.”  The Presbyterian Church (USA) Mission Agency joined 
VBS volunteers and participants in the garden to highlight the work of the church. See 
our members and facilities featured in the national church’s Mission Giving Brochure.  

The Fall brought our focus to celebrating 500 years of the Reformation AND 
20 years of Workshop Rotation Sunday School for elementary children at Second 
Presbyterian! As good reformed folk, the Sunday School considered what is the purpose 
and practice of Workshop Rotation; then looked forward to what is an emerging 
way of engaging stories and providing a response.  The answer we got is “Our Maker’s 
Space.” This interactive and collaborative type of spirituality center was made possible 
by a generous grant from the Presbyterian Women. A Lego wall, 3-D printer, magnetic 
poetry wall and (soon) a story and stretch corner offers our children dynamic ways of 
hearing and responding to the Word of God.  

Disciples Caring for One Another and Their Community: Wintermission, 
featuring child-sized mission participation activities continued in McFarland Coffee 
Hour.  The children made Christmas cards for Christmas Benevolence families.  They 
also made welcome place mats for the Great Banquet participants and decorated bags 
for our Welcome Baby Ministry.

“Mission” workshop emerged as a core workshop for Early Elementary Sunday 
School children as a reflection of the importance of mission at Second Presbyterian 
Church. Every month there is a mission exploration or participation event for the 
children in grades one through three.

Our children love opportunities to share in the mission 
activities of Second Church.  While some Second Church 
members journeyed to Uganda to share in the building of a 
school, VBS children collected offerings to fund a roof at one of 
our Building Tomorrow schools.  They collected canned goods 
for our food pantry and stocked them on the shelves.  Highlight 
activities for our VBS 45 Degree kids are building ramps with 
SAWs, sewing puppy pillows with our Women’s Sewing Group, 
and creating crafts alongside our adults with disabilities.

Fast Friends Enjoying Time Together: Friendships are 
built when we work and play, worship and learn together.  The 
promises we make at baptism are kept as we pray for one another, 
break bread with one another and listen to one another.  Our 
faith family friendships help to magnify our joys and lighten the 
burden of our sorrows.

At Families@Five, Wiggle Worship, our favorite activity is 
passing the peace, where everyone is called by name and littles 
make sure that every hand is shook.  Of course we like lemonade 
and cookie time, too, when there is time to catch up on the news 
and let some of our sillies out.

At 9:15 on Sunday Mornings, you will find a Circle of 
Friends sharing joys and concerns, some information and some 
inspiration before heading in to teach Sunday School classes.  In 
2017, that circle was made up of 110 volunteers, committed to 
the nurture of our children and families through weekly service 
as teachers and shepherds in our Sunday School.

In April, church and preschool families gathered for an 
evening of pizza and singing our favorite VBS and church songs.  

Children and families can be found throughout the year 
enjoying one another’s company and growing in community 
through shared laughter and experiences.

Givers Formed by their Giving: Children love having 
something to give.  Hugs are offered to friends who are crying.  
Time is given to pull weeds in the garden.  Packages are delivered 
for Christmas Benevolence.  

This year, during stewardship season, children learned the 
story of the Widow’s Mite as they contemplated their own 
giving and stewardship promises.  The children’s stewardship 
practice of “Promise Cards” has language about particular ways 
that our children can and will live in God’s love. The 45 Degrees 
class set a Promise Card goal and exceeded it!  They celebrated 
with special guest, Dr. Koppitch, who helped them connect the 
children’s giving with that of the entire Second Church family! 

The Children and Families Ministry Team has intentionally 
planned opportunities for the children to keep their promises! 
For example, the promise to take care of themselves and creation 
inspired the addition of healthy snacks for Intermission, as well 
as a Families in the Garden (FIG) activity. 

Children’s Sunday School offerings this year funded 
school for a child in Kenya, built a roof for a school in Uganda, 
brought water to a village in Malawi, sent a child to camp from 
Westminster Neighborhood Ministries, and put shoes on the 
feet of Washington Township students.  Our giving forms us in 
the image of our generous God and connects us with neighbors 
close at hand and around the world.

God Glorifiers:  We wiggle when we worship, and God is 
glad!  On Dec. 17, the children gathered around the Christmas 
tree in the atrium.  Carol Baker and Pete Ritz led us in singing, 
“He came down that we may have love.”  Then we passed a paper 
chain around the circle and read the names on the links we 
held in our hands, one link for each child served by Christmas 
Benevolence, one link for each child in our Children’s Circle 
Preschool, one link for every child who attended Sunday 
School or Choir School during Advent, all linked by love.  We 
prayed with joy for the gifts of Christmas that had been shared 
and closed our time together singing, “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas.”  This is children at worship!  

The week before, our Children’s Choirs sang beautiful 
anthems in our Sanctuary and led us in the Advent wreath 
liturgy on a day when seven babies were baptized.  This is 
children at worship!  On World Communion Sunday, we 
welcomed third graders to the Lord’s Table after they completed 
a month of Sunday School classes focused on worship and the 
sacraments.  This is children at worship!  During Lent, families 
worshipped at 5:00 on Sundays in McFarland Hall on a Prayer 
Journey through Jerusalem.  Host families bring in the light, 
pour the water, read the word, collect the offering, tidy up the 
sanctuary.  This is children at worship!  Every Sunday, children 
sit next to their parents or grandparents and whisper their 
questions, color their offering sheets, pass the peace with their 
neighbors, gather on the stairs with Lewis.  This is children at 
worship!  Glory be to God! 
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YOUTH MINISTRIES
2017 was a wonderful year in Youth Ministries at Second 

- so much happened, so many great experiences, so many 
wonderful trips, so many amazing students. It really is impossible 
to capture all that transpired in ministry with and for young 
people in middle school, high school, and college, so here are a 
few of the highlights: 

All of our weekly programs and special events focused on 
deepening relationships, growing spiritually, exploring the faith, 
engaging the larger congregation, and being with one another. 
Youth continue to meet weekly on Sunday mornings, as well 
as Wednesday evenings. In addition, Youth Ministries hosted 
fellowship events approximately every six weeks on Sunday 
evening in hopes of providing time for students to “be” together. 
Among these were a bonfire, a trip to Dave & Busters and three 
big retreats that focused on the themes the entire congregation 
was exploring. 

On Wednesday nights each week throughout the school 
year, students participated in Quest, Niners, and Trek and 
were encouraged in their faith through study, discovery, and 
fellowship. Quest is a middle school Bible study and focused 
on the students’ questions throughout the fall semester; Niners 
is our confirmation program that engages young people in 
exploration of this thing we call the Christian faith; and Trek is 
our high school Bible study for sophomores, juniors, and other 
interested high school students and explored Romans and the 
odd stories from the First Testament. In addition, several high 
school upperclassmen serve as peer mentors, meeting with our 
confirmation group each week. 

16 high school seniors spent the year together studying the 
early church and the life and writings of Paul, Peter, and John; 
they explored what it means to be called; and they then traveled 
to Greece and Italy in June through our Footsteps of Faith 
program. 

More youth participated in leading worship throughout the 
year than we have had in recent years. Several served as liturgists 
on Sunday morning or Sunday evening. More than 40 youth 
participated in worship leadership on Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m. 
writing their own prayers and meditations, playing in the wind 
ensemble, serving as ushers, or leading the candlelight service. 
And still others offered personal testimonies of faith in worship 
throughout Lent. 

A wonderful group of Niners were confirmed in May and 
also participated in a congregation wide Service of Blessing, 
Baptism, and Holy Communion the first Wednesday in May. 

During the summer, youth had the opportunity to 
participate in service trips—middle school youth went to West 
Lafayette, IN to work with Central Presbyterian Church, and 
the high school students worked with First Presbyterian Church 
in Sandusky, OH. 

Throughout the summer our college students gathered 
several times for fun outings, meals, and time to simply hang out. 

Our huge youth ministries fall retreat at Camp Pyoca 
focused on what it means to be reformed by God. The 
middle school students went on a fantastic winter get-away 
to Great Wolf Lodge in Ohio, while the high school students 
took a weekend away at Jameson Camp on the west side of 
Indianapolis. 

The church sent out more than 90 care packages to our 
college students just before finals in the spring and again before 
winter break. These are designed to help our college age young 
people to know that we are thinking of them while they are away. 

Throughout the year the youth participated in several 
service projects including Souper Bowl of Caring, Kenya 
Carnival, Northside Mission Ministry, Christmas Benevolence, 
PW Fall and Summer Sales, Crop Walk, and other workdays 
throughout the year. 

We are beyond grateful to a congregation that is dedicated 
to the spiritual development of our incredible youth and are 
deeply thankful to a committed group of volunteers for another 
amazing year together.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
The Lake Fellows have been working to reenergize 

and redefine young adult ministries at the church. The 
ultimate goal of young adult ministry is to help each 
person between the ages of 22 and 35 to find a place in 
the larger life of the church. One of the ways we do this is 
by meeting people at Theology on Tap. 

Theology on Tap: Once a month the young adults 
host a gathering at Bier Brewery with members of 
the church and community who are both young and 
young at heart. We gather with pastors from Second for 
community and theological discussion as we explore 
questions around faith and its involvement in our lives. 
As an open and inviting forum for dialogue, our hope 
is that all will feel welcome to come share a pint, form 
friendships, and explore their faith.

 � September - Dr. John Franke led a group of 20 
people in a discussion of “Who is God?”

 � October - Dr. Lewis Galloway led a group of 25 
people in a discussion of “What Makes a Christian a 
Christian?”

 � November - Rev. Brian Shivers led a group of 16 
people in a discussion of “For the Bible Tells Me So?”

 � December - Rev. Karen Lang led a group of 40 
people in a discussion of “Advent in an Age of 
Unrest.”

We will continue to host gatherings through May 
2018. 



18 19

The Supreme Court & Roe v. Wade - Led by Jack Pratt, an 
expert on the Supreme Court who taught at several prestigious 
university law schools and clerked for Chief Justice Warren 
Burger, this class provided a general history of the appointment 
process and then examined the question of past and future 
appointments in relation to the Roe v. Wade decision.

Sabbath: The Law & Its Interpretation for the 21st 
Century - Second year Lake Fellow Jonathan Reinink taught 
this class on Sabbath law, the teachings of Jesus, the rhythm of 
rest, and how we can faithfully keep the fourth commandment. 
The class explored and examined the concept of Sabbath from 
various angles with an aim of finding a way to apply it to the 
present in our own lives.

Life and Death: We Belong to God - Led and facilitated 
by second year Lake Fellow Chelsea Guenther Benham, this class 
covered a wide range of topics related to death and dying, such 
as theological understandings of death and resurrection, visions 
of heaven, preparation for end-of-life wishes, the art of funerals, 
and the practice of grief.

The Ins and Outs of the Bible - Taught by Don Knebel, 
this class explored the writings of the Old and New Testaments, 
with a focus on their historical and theological contexts and the 
people who wrote down the words. It also examined the writings 
from the same periods that did not become accepted as part of 
the Bible and looked at the processes by which Biblical canons 
were established.

Exploring the Psalms - This interactive summer class was 
led by John Franke, Anna Owens and Josh Stanley following the 
preaching series on the Psalms. It provided an opportunity to 
explore the Psalms preached in each week’s morning sermon in 
more detail and greater depth, connecting them to their ancient 
historical contexts, their function in the history of worship, and 
their continuing significance for people of faith.

European Reformations - This class, led by John Franke, 
Jim Riley and Don Knebel, traced the history and ideas of the 
various Reformations that spread across Europe in the sixteenth 
century and considered the ways in which these new ways of 
thinking about Christian faith continue to shape the church 
in the twenty-first century. In addition to considering the 
significance of some of the major figures of the time, such as 
Erasmus, Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin and others, 
particular attention was also given to the influence of ordinary 
people in shaping the movement.

Expectations of the Messiah/Stories of Jesus’ Birth - In 
conjunction with Advent, these two classes led by Don Knebel 
explored and examined the historical expectations among the 
Jewish people regarding the coming of the Messiah and the 
character of the Messiah, along with the stories, traditions, and 
historical context concerning the birth narratives of Jesus.

In addition to these Sunday morning classes, two classes 
were offered as part of the Wednesday night series:

Journey through the Bible (Bible 101)

Taught by John Franke, this class provided an introduction 
to the Bible, along with an overview of the major developments 
and plot twists in the biblical story. Topics included an overview 
of the contents of the Bible; the opening chapters of Genesis; the 
biblical concept of election; Judges, Kings, and Prophets; Jesus 
and the Kingdom of God; Death and resurrection; and bearing 
witness to the good news.

 Theology and the Life of Faith (Theology 101)

This class, led by John Franke, provided an overview and 
introduction to the basics of Christian theology from a historical 
and contemporary perspective. In addition, the class discussed 
the significance of these ideas for the everyday faith and life of 
individuals, as well as the future of the church.

CHURCH LIBRARY
The church library continues to be an integral part of 

church life. In addition to circulated books and other items, 
many reference materials were used for research and study in 
the library. The monthly “Five Good Books” recommendations 
from Theologian in Residence John Franke highlighted titles 
of particular interest related to the sermon series or liturgical 
season. Coordinator of Children’s Ministries Kat Barden also 
presented “Five Good Books for Kids” each month.

Library volunteers contributed 600 hours this year to help 
the library run smoothly. We appreciate many wonderful books 
donated this year by members of the congregation.

Library story time is a weekly highlight of Children’s Circle 
Preschool. Library use among families with children enrolled in 
the preschool has steadily grown, and many families meet before 
and after preschool to enjoy our children’s books and connect 
with other parents.

ADULT EDUCATION
Throughout the year classes and special events offered opportunities for study, 

enrichment and reflection.

Special Events

Robert Saler, Research Professor of Lutheran Studies at Christian Theological 
Seminary, led two classes on the life and thought of Martin Luther in conjunction 
with the 500th anniversary of Luther’s posting of the 95 theses in Wittenberg and the 
beginning of the Protestant Reformation in Europe. Dr. Saler provided an overview of 
the central elements of Luther’s thought that led to his break with the Roman Catholic 
Church and the historical formation of an alternative form of Christianity in sixteenth 
century Europe that came to be known as Protestantism.

Nathan Foster, professor of social work, theology, and spiritual formation at 
Spring Arbor University, spoke on the reformation slogan Soli Deo Gloria (glory to God 
alone) in conjunction with a class on theology and its relationship to Christian life and 
spirituality. He invited us to reflect on the meaning and significance of God’s glory in 
the context of our everyday lives and to consider ways to incorporate our understanding 
of God and God’s glory in spiritual disciplines and practices that can transform our lives 
as followers of Christ.

In addition to these special events, the regular adult education program offered 
a rich variety of opportunities for learning and growth:

Ongoing Sunday Adult Education Classes

Coffee, Thoughts, and Theology was led by Theologian in Residence John Franke, 
as well as Bill Graves, Jim Montgomery and Rob Saler. The class read and discussed 
books by Robert Jones, The End of White Christian America; Rod Dreher, The Benedict 
Option; Martin Marty, October 31, 1517: Martin Luther and the Day that Changed the 
World; and Glenn Sunshine, The Reformation for Armchair Theologians.

Koinonia gathers together for fellowship and to grow in faith through reading, 
sharing, and conversation. The class was coordinated by Wendy Drook and in 2017 the 
class read The Good and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith and The Shadow of the 
Galilean by Gerd Theissen.

Upper Room offers a casual, intergenerational small group experience focused 
on in-depth Bible study and challenging discussions on Christian faith. Leadership is 
provided by members of the class, and the group was coordinated by Audrey Pelham. In 
2017, the class studied Isaiah, the Gospels, and the parables of Jesus.

Families in Christ was coordinated by Jamey Everett and welcomed adults of all 
ages for discussion and fellowship. Among the books read and discussed in 2017 was 
Daring Greatly: How the Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live, Love, 
Parent, and Lead by Brene Brown. Following the pioneering research of Dr. Brown, 
the class discovered that vulnerability is not weakness and that it is, in fact, the most 
accurate measure of our courage. 

In addition to these regular classes, several other classes were offered on 
Sunday mornings throughout the year, including:

Spirituality: The Key to Aging Gracefully - This class, led by Rod Rhoades, 
examined the important relationship between spirituality and aging.  Discussion topics 
included: aging gracefully and thriving; aging as a state of mind; the healing power of 
believing, and cultivating a resilient spirit.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
Welcome Ministry:  The Welcome Ministry started in 1994 to follow up with 

new people who attend worship on Sundays. Each Monday morning the Welcome 
Ministry team meets for a time of Bible study and fellowship, and then goes to new 
visitor homes to deliver a welcome gift bag with bread and brochures about our 
congregation. This past year the Welcome Ministry team has followed up with gift bags 
and phone calls to more than 500 visitors.

Ambassador Ministry: Since 1994 the Ambassador Ministry has met monthly 
to follow up on those visitors who have indicated an interest in our church. They have 
been able to reach out to hundreds of potential members and invite them to attend our 
membership class called Discovering Second. 

New Members and Discovering Second: The membership class has been led by 
Dr. Jim Riley since 1994 and has evolved over the years to become more effective in 
helping new people to feel a part of our church family. The class has members of our 
church lead discussions and encourage new members to become involved. Discovering 
Second was offered eight times during the year and has had 73 new members to join 
our congregation. 

Hospitality Ministry: Since 2007 the Hospitality Ministry has been placing 
hospitality hosts at the entrances and key places in our facility in order the greet 
people and assist them in finding their way through our large building. Each year an 
appreciation luncheon is held to honor the nearly 100 hosts, who serve each Sunday 
morning before and after our worship services. In 2017 Jack and Carol Moorman 
served as co-chairs and gave a presentation on “God’s Welcome and the Habits of 
Hospitality.”

SmallGroups@Second Ministry: Our congregation has been involved in 
developing small group ministry, which has come to be called SmallGroups@Second. 
This ministry under the leadership of Dr. Jim Riley offers the valuable experience 
of personal growth through meeting together with others for fellowship, study and 
service. Over the past years many of the small groups studied the books by James Bryan 
Smith, Nathan Foster and Sharon Garlough Brown. Several new groups were added to 
the number of small groups this year. 

Men@Second: The new leadership team for men’s ministry at our church, which 
was formed by Dr. Jim Riley in 2015, continues to offer opportunities for men in our 
church to meet in small groups and informal events. In February Men@Second hosted 
an event called “Success that Matters” that gave more than 50 men a challenge to lead 
truly successful lives as Christian men. Small groups for men were formed after the 
event, and they have continued to meet throughout the year.  

Steak Dinner: The 34th Annual Steak Dinner featured Ken Johnson, the 
Chaplain for the Indianapolis Colts, who delivered a powerful, spirit-filled message 
and an uplifting presentation. The dinner, chaired by Craig Demaree, helped to raise 
$14,700 for the youth ministry at Shepherd Community Center. This is one of the 
highest amounts raised at the Steak Dinner. 

Spiritual Growth Ministry: The Spiritual Growth Ministry Team held the 
annual spiritual formation conference on August 18 entitled “Work, Life Balance.” 
The conference speaker was Rev. BJ Woodworth, well-known speaker and pastor of the 
Open Door Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh. The Spiritual Growth Ministry also 
held a workshop on October 18 with Nathan Foster, who is an author and writer for 
Renovare Ministry. The Centering Prayer Ministry Team continues to meet weekly for 
prayer.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast: The weekly Tuesday 
morning breakfast and Bible study has been meeting 
since 1996 and has involved more than 50 men, who 
studied the Gospel of Luke during 2017. 

The Great Banquet: The Indianapolis Great 
Banquet, an ecumenical spiritual renewal and racial 
reconciliation ministry, held five weekend retreats that 
involved more than five hundred individuals. Since 
1996, this retreat has drawn nearly 4,500 people from 
not only our membership, but also from a wide diversity 
of people of different races and church affiliations. A 
men’s weekend and two women’s weekends were held 
in the spring, and a men’s and a women’s weekend were 
held in the fall. Monthly gatherings were held on the 
first Thursday throughout the year. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women of Second Presbyterian Church 

continue to impact the lives of women in our community and 
around the world.

Volunteers sort and plan for summer and fall sales 
throughout the year. In 2017, the sales grossed more than 
$104,000, which will fund PW mission and benevolence grants 
to local, national and international nonprofit organizations, as 
well as programs at Second.

During 2017, the InSpiring Speaker Series welcomed:

 � Jill Duffield, editor and publisher of The Presbyterian 
Outlook magazine, for the May Praise Gathering, and

 � Second’s Music and Fine Arts Department for the “I’ll Be 
Home for Christmas” Advent luncheon.

The October gathering featuring Mihee Kim-Kort was 
cancelled. Other PW programs include the Malick Scholarships, 
which support female seminary students, and Honorary 
Life Memberships, recognizing women at Second who have 
contributed to the life of the church.

PW SMALL GROUPS

The Caroline Rehm Guild hosts luncheons offering 
members the opportunity to get to know other church members 
while being inspired by stories about life in our city and beyond. 
In 2017 Rehm Guild hosted:

 � Bryn Millholland Mooth – March 28, 2017

 � Mary Woolling – April 25, 2017

 � Rock Steady Boxing – May 23, 2017

 � Ina VanDuyn – September 26

 � Lindsay Potter of Random Act of Flowers – October 24

 � Friends of Greenbriar Elementary School – November 28

Women gather regularly for service 
and study. All are welcome.

PW women gather regularly for:

 � Monday Prayer Group

 � Mission Sorters

 � Women’s Sewing Group

 � Knitters and Crocheters

The women of Second volunteer 
throughout the year in the missions 
and ministries of the church. The Local 
Mission Team of PW coordinates 
volunteering in the Northside Mission 
Food Pantry on the first and third 
Wednesday of each month. In addition, 
PW volunteers worked in the community 
garden and helped teachers and students 
at Greenbriar Elementary School. 

Weekly book and Bible studies are:

 � Women in the Word

 � Wednesday Morning Bible Study

 � Wisdom Seekers

 � Wednesday Evening Bible Study

 � Thursday Morning Bible Study
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SAGES
The Sages of Second are a vibrant group of individuals over 

the age of 60. Their motto is “Faith, Friends, Fellowship and Fun.”  
Sages’ mission and purpose is to find new and enthusiastic ways to 
be of service to God, the church, and one another.  The leadership 
council supports the group’s many missions and helps facilitate new 
opportunities for service and fellowship.

Second’s missions are very close to their hearts.  The Sages play 
key roles in our various ministries including Northside Ministries 
Food Pantry and Rental/Utility Assistance program, Christmas 
Benevolence ministry, Presbyterian Women’s sales, Interfaith 
Hospitality Network and many others.

The Sages Council is made up of 150 leaders, and is headed 
by co-moderators.  In 2017 co-moderators were Bob and Marti 
Browne, and in the fall Carolyn Cook and Charlie Frick agreed 
to be the co-moderators for 2018.  We look forward to their 
leadership.  The Council gathers five times a year for informative and 
inspirational meetings.  Dr. Lewis Galloway and other staff members 
report on the “Happenings at Second” and various guests and 
speakers inform and inspire the group about mission opportunities, 
while also sharing their journeys of faith.  Rev. Joyce Hunn is the 
facilitating pastor for Sages and Sages Council.

During 2017, the Sages’ membership, which exceeds 1,400 
members, participated in many missions and activities. Carolyn 
Cook coordinated the Future is Now Luncheon Programs, and Sally 
and Bob Bratton arranged special and diverse outings in and about 
the Indianapolis area. 

Future is Now 

This series of Wednesday luncheons featured fascinating 
speakers and were attended by all ages.

 � March 22, 2017– Norm Wilkens – ”Presidents I Have Known”

 � June 14, 2017– Margaret Herder – “Henry Ward Beecher, Saint 
or Sinner?”

 � August 16, 2017– Dr. Diane Healey – “Healthy Aging”        

 � October 25, 2017– Major Beth Petrie of the Salvation Army – 
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

Sages luncheons and outings in 2017 included:

 � February 8: Winter Brunch at Woodstock Country Club

 � February 28:  Lunch at Dooley O’Toole’s

 � May 4:  Gaither Studio Tour and Lunch, Muncie, IN

 � July 13:  Lunch at the Iron Skillet

 � September 13: Quest for the West- Exhibit at Eiteljorg Museum

 � October 22:   Brunch Woodstock Country Club

 � October 31:   Lunch at the Egg & I

 � December 3:    Holiday Brunch at Meridian Hills 
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Habitat for Humanity:  Greater Indy Habitat for Humanity recognized 
our congregation with the “Master Builder” award. This award recognizes 
Second’s leadership and commitment in helping to facilitate the interfaith 
build that completed two homes, with more than 40 faith communities 
participating.

DEACONS
Christmas Benevolence Committee of Deacons continues in helping to 

build a strong witness of compassion in Washington Township.  Seventy-five 
of the 152 families served were Northside Food Pantry families. In addition, 
80 pantry families that were not a part of Christmas Benevolence were able to 
select clothing left over from Christmas Benevolence shopping.

 Community Committee members participate in IHN, helping to 
provide a meal some members help with transportation, organizing children’s 
activities and serving as overnight hosts. The committee facilitates four blood 
drives a year. The committee is instrumental in organizing the Back to School 
shoe drive, with more than 1,000 pairs of shoes and socks distributed in 2017. 

Congregational Committee of the Deacons coordinates weekly 
ministries that extend the love of Christ are offered to our congregation. They 
are as follows: Each week the chancel flowers are broken down and delivered 
to home bound and hospitalized members by a deacon. Over 180 lilies and 
poinsettias were delivered to our members unable to join the congregation 
during the Easter and Christmas seasons. Home Communion was celebrated 
with over 48 individuals during 2017. Weekly, an inspirational message is 
written and recorded on the Inspirational Phone Line and posted on the 
website to provide spiritual encouragement to those experiencing difficult 
times.  Each month, letters of hope and encouragement are written and sent 
to those who have lost a loved one. 

In May, the May Memorial Service was held to honor all those who have 
lost a loved one in the past year(s). Following the service, a bagpiper led the 
worship participants to plant a tree on the church grounds to memorialize 
those who had died this past year.  Additionally, the congregational 
committee provided support and assistance to the pastoral care office for 
more than 36 funerals this year. 

CARE CORP
Under the leadership of the board of deacons, the Care Corp has offered 

the love and concern of Christ through a listening presence. Over 25 lay 
women and men offer listening, compassion, and care to members who are 
experiencing a life transition such as divorce, death, illness or loss. 

Under the teaching supervision of Lake Fellows Anna Owens, Meagan 
Findeiss and Josh Stanley, the Care Corp has participated in ongoing 
education. This year the Care Corp expanded their understanding of end of 
life issues by reading Being Mortal  by Atul Gawande. Dr. Emily Giesel taught 
on palliative and hospice care. The Care Corp is currently reading Breathing 
Underwater by Richard Rohr, which explores the link between addiction and 
spirituality. 

Our Care Corp joyfully partners with pastors to provide support during 
difficult times for our members.

NORTHSIDE MISSION
The Northside Mission Ministry envisions 

holistic enduring change that liberates individuals, 
rebuilds families, and revitalizes the community in 
order to break the cycle of poverty in Washington 
Township.  By following Christ’s example, 
Northside Mission Ministry seeks to care for 
the poor and those experiencing hardship in 
Washington Township by building relationships 
with them to develop food security, to work 
toward economic stability, and to participate fully 
in the life of the community.

In 2017, through four ‘shopping’ shifts each 
week, the Northside Food Pantry provided food, 
as well as household and hygiene items, to an 
average of 457 families per month. “Snack packs,” 
warm blankets, Bibles, and other special items were 
also given.

The Northside Community Garden provided 
the pantry with a record high of nearly 1,350 
lbs. of healthy, lovingly grown, freshly harvested 
produce. 

The Utility and Rent Assistance (URAP) 
Program distributed almost $45,000 in rent and 
utility payments on behalf of over 120 families 
experiencing financial crisis and in danger of losing 
their housing, electricity or heat.

Our partnership with Greenbriar 
Elementary School helped support students and 
teachers, providing encouragement, care, and 
meeting specific needs.  

It all sounds easy and simple when you put it 
like that—but what lies behind these quick facts 
and figures is thousands of volunteer hours…strong 
partnerships with various organizations in the 
community…inspiring generosity…growing faith…
new friendships…hope shared…lives transformed. 

Thank you to all who, through giving of your 
time, financial gifts, donations of food, and faithful 
service, have helped us to share Christ’s love and 
abundance with our community.  

To learn more about how you can make 
a difference in the lives of our Washington 
Township neighbors, please contact Madison 
VanVeelen at MVanVeelen@SecondChurch.org. 
Whatever your age, schedule, or physical abilities 
may be, there is a place for you.

 MISSION AND BENEVOLENCE
The Refugee Ministry Team had its first meeting on July 

6, 2017. Half a dozen hearty souls were present. Since then, 
nearly two dozen people have become part of this mission, all 
giving of their time and talents because they each believe it is 
our Christian mission to be welcoming to all people. Through 
a partnership with Exodus Refugee Immigration, Inc., we are 
preparing to welcome a refugee family to Indianapolis. We 
hope to build understanding and relationships with our refugee 
neighbors, while also encouraging their independence. Team 
Leader: Jim Montgomery

Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs) is an international 
young adult ministry of the PC(USA) that focuses on issues of 
reconciliation and poverty. Second Church is a YAV host sight, 
and the Indy YAVs live in intentional community together in a 
home at 42nd and College. The goal of Indy YAV is to provide 
opportunities for deep engagement and cooperative work 
with people of diverse religious identities and help to broaden 
understanding of the interfaith and ecumenical landscape of the 
Indianapolis community and the world. They do so by working 
in partnerships with the Center for Interfaith Cooperation, 
Global Interfaith Partnership, Indy Hunger Network, Kenya 
Ministry Team, Nueva Creación Hispanic Bilingual Church, 
Westminster Neighborhood Ministries, Northside Ministry, 
SAWS, Building Tomorrow (Uganda), Habitat for Humanity 
and Coalition for Christian Outreach (Butler CCO). 

The Kenya Ministry Team spends time in Eldoret, 
Kenya with the medical facility and have been instrumental 
in other programs as they have evolved. The Global Interfaith 
Partnership focuses on keeping children in school and addressing 
the obstacles that might hinder their success. Program areas 
include: The school lunch program, which provides a daily 
nutritious meal to 3,200 children in 18 primary schools; Student 
Education Program of Umoja Project (STEP UP), providing 
secondary school tuition for 100 students to attend high school 
each year; Girls Empowerment Team of Umoja Project (GET 
UP), which provides support to adolescent girls, who face even 
more challenges in getting an education. Team Leader: Jim 
Lemons  

The Bible Ministry Team distributes Bibles to various 
healthcare facilities around Indianapolis. For instance, this MT 
recently sent beginner’s, toddler’s and teen-specific versions of 
the bible to Raphael Health Center for distribution in their 
pediatric unit. Team Leader: Judy Muirhead

The Uganda/ Building Tomorrow Ministry Team is 
currently being formed. Elder George Srour, a member of 
Second and Commissioned Missional Leader, is the founder/
chief dreamer of Building Tomorrow, a ministry committed 
to building schools in underserved areas of Uganda that will 
ultimately educate 51,000 children. Building Tomorrow recently 
broke ground on its 50th school. Building Tomorrow envisions a 

world where every child with a desire to learn has access to a safe, 
permanent, quality and local place to do so. That’s why our team 
focuses on providing access to education in hard-to-reach rural 
areas, and providing support to improve the quality of education 
in Building Tomorrow schools and hundreds of other schools in 
need of intervention. Team Leader: George Srour

The Dominican Republic Ministry Team has entered 
into a new partnership with Solid Rock International outreach, 
wrapping God’s arms around our Caribbean neighbors. This 
relationship allows for volunteers to visit the Dominican 
Republic in the western mountains of San Juan de la Maguana, 
where they participate in clinics, schools, construction and 
fellowship through baseball, soccer and other passions, and learn 
mission beyond Indiana. Team Leader: Bill Sando

The Malawi Ministry Team is currently being formed. This 
group will build meaningful relationships between Second and 
Presbyterian Church of Malawi congregations through prayers 
and cultural exchange visits. Part of the PC(USA) Malawi 
Mission network, groups from Second have traveled to Malawi 
and assisted in building projects, fundraising and relationship 
building.  Team Leader: Shadreck Kamwendo

Hunger Ministry Team coordinates several food-related 
ministries of the church. These include the Souper Bowl of 
Caring, CROP Walk, Spring Break Kits (tote bags of food for 
food insecure families over school breaks), food collection for 
and service at the Northside food pantry, community breakfasts, 
and more. Team Leader: Jeff Reese

Interfaith Hospitality Network: Second Presbyterian is 
among more than 25 congregations and synagogues, who partner 
with the Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) to provide meals 
and a place to spend the night for up to four homeless families. 
IHN Day Center’s staff helps families find long term solutions: 
permanent housing, employment, educational opportunities and 
other resources to regain their independence. We are beginning 
our fifth year of commitment to helping homeless families in 
our community by providing a safe and comfortable bedroom 
for families of two to eight, breakfast and a nutritious dinner, 
activities/recreation for children, and transportation to and 
from the Day Center, where adults receive case manager services 
to be able to secure meaningful employment and then safe and 
affordable permanent housing. Team Leader: Dianne Berry
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